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STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

0 Hillsboro Pike, Kellytown Archaeological Site 

June 17, 2015 

 

Application: Historic Landmark Overlay for Kellytown  

Map and Parcel Numbers:   15800013000 

Council Districts:   34 

Applicant:  Mayor Karl Dean 

Project Lead:  Robin Zeigler, robin.zeigler@nashville.gov, 615-862-7970 

 

 

 

 

Description of Project:  Mayor Karl Dean requests that the 

Kellytown site be designated as a Historic Landmark Overlay. 

 

Recommendation Summary:  Kellytown meets standards 4 and 5 

because of its association with the prehistoric occupation of the area 

and because it is eligible for listing in the National Register of 

Historic Places.   

 

Staff suggests the Commission recommend to City Council a 

Historic Landmark Overlay for Kellytown.  
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Background: 

 

The Kellytown site represents a major Mississippian period (AD 1000-1450) Native 

American town established on a high terrace overlooking the Little Harpeth River. The 

available radiocarbon dates suggest Kellytown was occupied toward the latter portion of 

the Mississippian period. This town is one of several previously identified Mississippian 

period sites within the Little Harpeth River valley. Other sites include Arnold (found in 

the Meadowlake subdivision), Brentwood Library, Fewkes (Primm Park), and Inglehame 

Farm (found in the Inglehame Farm subdivision). The distribution of these large 

Mississippian period towns suggests there was extensive settlement and use of the Little 

Harpeth River valley some 500 to 700 years. A question that remains to be answered is 

whether these sites were contemporaneous (occupied at the same time by different native 

residents), or if a few native groups were moving from town to town within the river 

valley (possibly due to depletion of important resources such as fertile soils, wood, or 

game). The presence and distribution of the palisades, structures, burials, and other 

features uncovered by TDOT provides explicit proof that intact archaeological resources 

occur within the undeveloped tracts of land southeast of the Old Hickory Blvd/Hillsboro 

Road intersection. 

 

Applicable Ordinance: 

 

Article III. Historic Overlay Districts 

17.36.120 Historic Districts Defined.  B. Historic Landmark.  An historic landmark is 

defined as a building, structure, site or object, its appurtenances and the property it is 

located on, of high historical, cultural, architectural or archaeological importance; whose 

demolition or destruction would constitute an irreplaceable loss to the quality and 

character of Nashville and Davidson County; and that meets one or more of the following 

criteria: 

1.  The historic landmark is associated with an event that has made a significant 

contribution to local, state or national history; 

2.  It is associated with the lives of persons significant in local, state or national 

history; 

3.  It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of 

construction, or that represents the work of a master, or that possesses high 

artistic value; 

4.  It has yielded or may be likely to yielded archaeological information important 

in history or prehistory; or 

5. It is listed or is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 

 

Analysis and Findings:   
 

Kellytown meets standards 4 and 5 because of its association with the prehistoric 

occupation of the area and because it is eligible for listing in the National Register of 

Historic Places.  Staff suggests the Commission recommend to City Council a Historic 

Landmark Overlay for Kellytown.  


